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	The Brown Act

Meetings Outside the District:

Recent Opinions from the Attorney General


by Thomas F. Stone

Meeting to Inspect Water Supplier Facilities Outside Boundaries Allowed

The Brown Act generally requires that meetings of a governing body be held within the boundaries of the district, with some exceptions. 

Recently, the California Attorney General was asked whether a majority of the members of a Southern California city council could attend an informational tour of a water supplier's facilities in Northern California. 

The Attorney General noted that, as a general rule, regular and special meetings of a legislative body must be held within the boundaries of the local agency. But an exception permits a board meeting outside the jurisdiction in order to, "...inspect real or personal property which cannot be conveniently brought within the boundaries of the territory ... provided that the topic of the meeting is limited to items directly related to the real or personal property."

The opinion cautions that, in addition to limiting discussion to the property being inspected, such a tour must be open to the public and must comply with the notice provisions of the Brown Act, since it is a part of the process of fact finding that precedes discussion and ultimate decision.

[Ops. Atty. Gen No. 10-702, August 26, 2010]

Board May Meet at Principal Office Outside District Boundaries

A water district maintained its principal office in a county contiguous to the county where the territory of the district was located. The board met at the principal office, outside its jurisdiction. 

The district argued that the practice saves money, but some taxpayers complained that there were closer meeting places to the district territory, and that not using them made it more difficult for the public to attend meetings. They claimed the Brown Act allowed meeting at the principal 

office only if it was reasonably close to district territory.

The Attorney General noted the general rule that the board must meet in the district, and cited an exception that permits meeting at the principal office of the district if it is outside the jurisdiction. The opinion then rejects the argument that the district is not permitted to hold board meetings outside the district unless "reasonably close" to  district territory. The exception, ",,,appears to us to be clear and unambiguous and nothing in its language conditions a local agency's authority to hold meetings at its principal office on the office being located within a certain proximity to the territory of the district," the Attorney General said.

The opinion concludes that the water district may meet at its principal office.

[Ops. Atty. Gen. No.09-1101, August 24, 2011]
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